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Vocabulary and phrases for text interpretation: Writing a comment / Expressing opinions
Some basic ideas to start off with:
· Make sure that a comment you write (as the third part of your test paper, for example) has a clear, logical structure: Even if you keep the three parts short, you can still recognize an introduction, a main part and a conclusion and it is possible to follow your ideas from one sub-topic to the next. 
· Emphasize your central points and, if possible, illustrate them by reference to the text you are discussing or by providing examples of your own. Save your best argument for last.

· Involve your reader! For example, you can ask rhetorical questions, refer back to things you have already examined and, if the topic allows for it, even raise a question at the end that the reader is invited to consider further...

· In expressing opinions, try not to be too personal in the way you make your views known. Writing "I think that..." twenty times in one test paper is not a good idea. Instead, you can write: "It can be said / argued / assumed that...", "It may be that...", "One / We may come to the conclusion that..." or phrases to that effect. (Remember: First person plural or passive voice are preferable to first person singular.) 
Useful phrases: 
A. "Building blocks":
You can use the following phrases as building blocks, starting on the left hand side and moving right through the columns to construct a (more or less) complete phrase.
As you progress downward through the lines, you will find phrases that are most suited to the different stages of your comment, from the opening statement (in the introduction) to the main part and the conclusion.
	First of all / To begin with / To start off with ...
When discussing / considering the problem of xy ...
The first point / aspect [that] ...
Before we / one can form an opinion on xy ... 
	... we need to / ought to / have to... ... one should / may be expected to ...
... it is necessary / vital / important to...
	... consider / discuss / understand ... ... see / point out / emphasize ...
	... the question / issue / problem of xy.
... the following aspects: x, y and z.
... advantages and disadvantages of xy.
... the effects of x on y.

	It is important to point out / mention / make clear ...
We / One should not underestimate ...
Clearly / Obviously / Naturally we must recognize ...
Furthermore / Besides / apart from that we must see ...
	... the relevance / factor / aspect of xy ...
...how important xy is..
... what xy means / signifies ...
... what impact / effect xy has ...
	... in the context of abc. / ... if we want to understand abc.
... regarding the issue(-s) at stake / discussed here / discussed in this text.
... concerning the problem of abc / concerning the question whether abc.

	While it is certainly true / correct that ...
Even though / Even if one cannot deny that ...
Despite / In spite of the fact that...
	... the author understands xy ...
... xy is of some importance here ...
... xy is a real / serious problem ...
...the author presents valid arguments...
	... this is not the most important point / issue / aspect ...
... this should not influence / change our opinion / views / attitude ... 
	... because of the following considerations:
... as it is [far] outweighed by the following considerations:
... the central problem / issue remains:

	Above all else / Most importantly .

Taking everything / all of this into consideration ...
	... we have / need to accept ...
... one cannot avoid [accepting] ...
	... the fact that xy / the relevance of xy / the overwhelming importance of xy.
... the decisive / central / key / irrefutable argument that x is y. 

	Summing up / To sum up / In summarizing, ...
In conclusion / To conclude / All in all...
	... we are justified in saying xy. 
... we can / may / must certainly say xy.
... there is no alternative but to say xy.
... it is obvious / clear that xy.
... xy is unavoidable.
... xy is the most sensible course / choice / decision.


B. A mixed bag:
Simply pick and choose phrases that you like - use them wherever you think they fit well in your comment...
B 1) Making a point...
· It is important / necessary / vital / useful to consider / realize / understand / see / point out / emphasize [that] xyz...

· There are several / a number of important questions / problems / issues to consider here...

· One aspect / point / problem that needs to be recognized is...

· A further aspect that should not be ignored / should be discussed / should be taken into consideration is...

B 2) Supporting your opinions...
· In support of this view / position / assertion it can be said that ...

· Clearly / Obviously / Of course, there are arguments in support of this opinion: X, y and z.

· These arguments are based on / founded on the understanding that xy / the concept that xy / the undeniable truth that xy ...

· These arguments are supported / corroborated by the fact that... 

· As further evidence one ought to / might / should point out that ...

· To illustrate this with some examples, we should consider x, y and z.

B 3) Sounding well-informed and neutral - and at the same time stamping on arguments you do not like...
· Persuasive / Convincing / Plausible as it may appear, the argument that x is y has to be rejected because...

· Even though the argument that x is y appears valid, we cannot accept it because...

· We should not deny / reject / ignore the argument that x is y. However / Nevertheless / all the same, it is not the decisive point because ...

· It may well be true that x is y. However, this is irrelevant / beside the point / not relevant to the main issue because...

B 4) Asking rhetorical questions...
· Who can ignore / deny / fail to see the fact that x is y?

· Should we / Can we in all honesty / Would it be morally acceptable for us to ignore the fact that x is y?

· Are we (seriously) expected to / Does the author expect us to / Are we being invited to ignore the fact that x is y?

· Should / Must / Can we accept the author´s point of view?

· Having accepted the author´s argument that x is y, can we deny his conclusion that y is x?

