
The following terms are fundamental to the Film Unit ..... 
a shot - what is recorded between the time the camera starts and the time it stops. 
a scene - a group of related shots, usually limited to one setting and group of characters. 
a sequence - a group of related scenes - like a chapter in a book. 
a reaction shot - a shot of a person who is listening or otherwise reacting non-verbally to a speaker. 
a two-shot - commonly used to photograph a conversation, the two-shot shows both parties at once. 
selective focus - directs our attention to an object or character that is in focus while the rest of the scene is blurred. 
editing - the process of connecting pieces of film together to make a movie. Editing involves selecting and organizing the shots, 
selecting the transitional devices, intercutting, crosscutting, setting up contrasting shots, symbols, and leitmotifs (repetition of shots 
to establish a theme). The timing, or pace of the film is also done during editing by controlling the physical length of the pieces of 
film. 
a cut - literally cutting the film and reconnecting it in order to put scenes in order and build the film. The cut makes an abrupt 
transition from shot to shot and is a primary tool of the film editor. 
intercutting - cutting from within a scene to a shot of another location, object, person, etc. This is usually done to make some kind 
of point or comment. 
crosscutting - results from frequent intercutting and is done to show two or more convergent or parallel actions occurring at 
different times and/or locations. 
fade-in, fade-out, dissolve, iris-in, iris-out, wipe - various transitional devices, some no longer used unless the director wants to 
make a deliberate reference to older film technique. 
montage - a French word from Russian film theory that expresses the idea that "shots, when placed together, add up to more than 
the sum of the parts." In other words, a single shot acquires meaning when placed in a context of other shots. 

 

 
 



 

 


