GK E13/ Br (Auswahl) Klausur 13.2 22 Feb 2007
Aufgabe:literarischer Text, Aufgabenart A 1/ A 2
Theme: Science in Fiction — Cloning & Social Conditiogin
Text: Aldous Huxley:Brave New World, 1932, Extract from Chapter One
"For in nature it takes thirty years for two hurdireggs to reach maturity. But our business is d@bikste the
population at this moment, here and now. Dribblg twins over a quarter of a century—what wouldheuse
of that?"
Obviously, no use at all. But Podsnap's Techniqeimmensely accelerated the process of ripeningy Tould
5 make sure of at least a hundred and fifty matumgs agithin two years. Fertilize and bokanovskify-dther
words, multiply by seventy-two—and you get an ageraf nearly eleven thousand brothers and sisteis i
hundred and fifty batches of identical twins, aithin two years of the same age.
"And in exceptional cases we can make one ovaiy yig over fifteen thousand adult individuals."
Beckoning to a fair-haired, ruddy young man whog®aed to be passing at the moment. "Mr. Fostergalied.
10 The ruddy young man approached. "Can you tell @sebord for a single ovary, Mr. Foster?"
"Sixteen thousand and twelve in this Centre," Myster replied without hesitation. He spoke verycly, had a
vivacious blue eye, and took an evident pleasurpioting figures. "Sixteen thousand and twelvegrie hundred
and eighty-nine batches of identicals. But of ceuttsey've done much better,” he rattled on, "in s@hthe
tropical Centres. Singapore has often produced siéeen thousand five hundred; and Mombasa hamlact
15touched the seventeen thousand mark. But thenttheg unfair advantages. You should see the waygeone
ovary responds to pituitary! It's quite astonishimipen you're used to working with European maltegall," he
added, with a laugh (but the light of combat wa$iseyes and the lift of his chin was challengirigjill, we
mean to beat them if we can. I'm working on a wofull®elta-Minus ovary at this moment. Only jusgleieen
months old. Over twelve thousand seven hundred@nlalready, either decanted or in embryo. Antiggting
20strong. We'll beat them yet."
"That's the spirit | like!" cried the Director, amthpped Mr. Foster on the shoulder. "Come alonty ws, and
give these boys the benefit of your expert knowdetig
Mr. Foster smiled modestly. "With pleasure.” Thesniv
In the Bottling Room all was harmonious bustle ardered activity. Flaps of fresh sow's peritoneeiady cut to
25the proper size came shooting up in little liftsnfr the Organ Store in the sub-basement. Whizz laewdl tlick!
the lift-hatches hew open; the bottle-liner hadyawol reach out a hand, take the flap, insert, smdotvn, and
before the lined bottle had had time to travelautach along the endless band, whizz, click! [...]
"Eighty-eight cubic metres of card-index," said Moster with relish, as they entered.
"Containing all the relevant information," addee tirector.
30"Brought up to date every morning."
"And co-ordinated every afternoon."
"On the basis of which they make their calculations
"So many individuals, of such and such qualityjd ddr. Foster.
"Distributed in such and such quantities."
35"The optimum Decanting Rate at any given moment."
"Unforeseen wastages promptly made good."
"Promptly,” repeated Mr. Foster. "If you knew theaunt of overtime | had to put in after the laspalzese
earthquake!" He laughed goodhumouredly and shaokéead.
Annotations:Introductory remark: Assisted by Mr Foster, theeBtory of the Central London Hatchery and
Conditioning Centre is giving students a guided wfthis institution.
2 dribble out — produce slowly and irreguladyPodsnap's Technique — method to speed the rip@fihgman
eggs, making it possible to multiply the numbeirayle ovary can producg bokanovskify - method to make a
human egg bud by arresting its growth, producingaup6 identical peopl&3 batches — group¥6 pituitary —
hormones that control the growth and developmenhefbodyl19 decanting - process by which embryos are
removed from the bottles in which they grow; eqlewa of birth24 peritoneum — Bauchfell
Assignments:
1. Give an outline of the way life is reproducedha Brave New World. [Contents / Orientation]
2. Look for and analyse markers indicating that réeity described in the extract is part of a dpsn world
vision.
3. How desirable do you consider the technologacal social advances that the Director and histassiare so
proud of? Give reasons in your answer.




