Cairns (pronounced ke : nz/ or [1ksaxnz/, 16°57S 145°4%) is a regional city andlocal
Government Aredocated inQueenslandAustralia Originally settled in 1876, and named after
William Wellington Cairng(the thenGovernor of Queenslahdo serve miners heading for the
Hodgkinson River goldfield, the settlement declimgten an easier route was discovered from
Port Douglas.

The future site of Cairns was first sighted by @aptJames Cook in 1770 and closer
| Sele investigation by several official expeditions 10@ays later recognised its potential for
developement into a port. Hastened by the needgoregold discovered on the tablelands to the wéghe inlet
Cairns was founded in 1876. The land on which #itlesnent was hewn initially consisted of mangreveamps
which were gradually cleared by labourers and satgks which were slowly filled in with ballast froa quarry at
Edge Hill, dried mud, sawdust from several locali®éls and debris collected from the constructidraagailway to
Herberton on the Atherton Tablelands,a project Wisiarted in 1886. The railway opened up land wes later used
for agriculture on the lowlands (sugar cane, caog, bananas, pineapples) and fruit and dairyhenTiablelands. The
success of local agriculture helped Cairns coneitatown as a port and the creation of a harboardin 1906 meant
its economic future was assured.

Alice Springs is a town in thé\orthern Territoryof Australia Its estimated population of 26,486 (in 2085jnakes it
the second-largest settlement in the Territory @hb/ other towns of significant size aarwin, the capital, and
Kathering. It is popularly described as "the Alice" or signgAlice". Alice Springs is known as Mparntwe tts i
traditionalinhabitants, thérrernte Alice Springs is almost equidistant between Darand Adelaide.

Alice Springs is best-known outside the region frin@ title of theNevil Shutenovel A Town Like Alice, even though
little of the story takes place in Alice Springadebecause of its proximity tdluru (Ayers Rock), the monolithic rock
that is one of Australia's best-known natural laadta and an important focus Aboriginal culture.

Perth is thecapital of the Australianstateof Western AustraliaA population of 1,477,808 (2005 estimate) makes
Perth the largest city in Western Australia and édathree-quarters of the state's residents. ihésalso the fourth
most populous urban area in Australia.

Perth was founded ib829by Captain James Stirlings the political centre of the free setevan River ColonyPerth
has continued to serve as the seat of Governmekitéstern Australia to the present day.

Adelaide is thecapitaland most populous city of thfustralianstateof South Australiaand is the fifth largest city in
Australia, with a population of over 1.1 milliGhlt is a coastal city beside tiButhern Ocearand is situated on the
Adelaide Plainsnorth of theFleurieu Peninsulebetween th&ulf St. Vincentand the low-lyingMount Lofty Ranges
It is roughly alinear city. it is 20 km from the coast to the foothills, ustretches 90 km frorawlerat its northern
extent toSellicks Beachn the south.

Named in honour oQueen Adelaidethe consortof King William 1V, the city was founded in 1836 as thlenned
capital for the only freely-settled Britisprovincein Australia. Colonel William Light one of Adelaide's founding
fathers, designed the city and chose its locatiogecto theRiver TorrensInspired byWilliam Penn Light's design set
out Adelaide in a grid layout, interspaced by wimulevards and large public squares, and entingisosnded by
parkland Early Adelaide was shaped by religious freedord ancommitment to politicabrogressivismand civil
liberties, which led to world-first reforms. Adetiwian society remained largegduritanup until the 1970s, when a set
of social reforms under theremiershipof Don Dunstarresulted in a cultural shift. Today Adelaide iolm for its
manyfestivalsas well as for its wine, arts and sports.

Darwin is theterritorial capitaland the most populous city #lustralids Northern Territory It has a population of
111,300 (est. 2005) and is located on Australa'sibrtherrcoastline Darwin is the furthest north and least populous
of the Australian capitals.

The city is notable amongst the capital citiesif®history of major disasters. topical climate has seen it regularly
subjected to heavthunderstormsMajor cycloneshave historically occurred approximately once gvbree decades.
Much of the city was destroyed KByclone Tracyin 1974 Darwin is also the only Australian capital cityttave come
under substantial attack during a world war. ©hFebruaryl942 Japanese planes matfeo major air raidson
Darwin from the aircraft carrier fleet that hadaatted Pearl Harbor less than 3 months earlier.eltaese the first of
64 air attacks experienced by the city duhkigrld War 1|, the last being of2 November1943.

Today Darwin is a fast growing regional centre, émiant to Australian military, tourism and mining.



